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Bruegel's Adoration of the Kings (No. 3556) is a
piece of caustic satire and we are at once surprised by
the unusual aspect of this familiar scene. The reason for
the artist's bitterness is to be found in the date of his
picture. This c Adoration3 was painted in 1564, a year
in which the Netherlands were enjoying an unexpected
peace. In this year it seemed that the iron hand
of Spain had been finally removed from the Low
Countries and that the people could again express
their feelings without danger of imprisonment or the
stake,

These hopes, however, were as false as they could be,
and in the following year the Netherlands were invaded
by the army of the Duke of Alva and the people were
once more plunged into misery.

In BruegePs picture we see a reflection of this feeling
of national independence and the artist has satirized
the "Adoration5 in a way which would have been im-
possible at any other time. The kneeling king has been
deprived of every shred of majesty and remains the
epitome of servile silliness; the second king, immediately
behind him, has the face of a common villain and
Balthazar is more Oriental than even the most ardent
realist would, subsequently, have dared to make him.
Even the Holy Family have not been spared the lash,
for the Child could not be more simpering nor could
Joseph be fatter nor more foolish. The crowd on the
left consists of gaping yokels, whilst on the extreme
right a Jew casts envious glances at the golden vessel
borne by Balthazar.

Heter Bruegel is a unique phenomenon in Flemish
art and his life was worthy of wonder. For many years
he was known only as a draughtsman and engraver and
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